
CITY OF CI,IMTON
REGI'tAR IIEETING OF THE UAYOR AND BOARD OF AIJDERMEN

TITESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2OO3 - 7:00 P.U.
MT'NICIPAI, COURTROO!.T - 305 MONROE STREET

WELCOI,IE At{D CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Rosemary Aultman

The invocaEion was 1ed by Alderman Hisaw, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance tso the Flag 1ed by Alderman Greer.

ROL,L CALL - City Clerk Wayne Derrick

PresenE: ,fehu Brabham - Alderman-At -Large
Tony Hisaw - Alderman Ward 1
Tony Greer - Alderman Ward 2
ClinE Brantley - Alderman ward 3

Phil Fisher - Alderman Ward 4
Sharbert Lott - Alderman Ward 6

Ken Dreher - CiEY AEEorneY

Herb Touchton - Alderman ward 5

APPROVAI., OF AGEIIDA ITEMS A-T

uoTIoN made by Alderman Brabham and SECoNDED by Alderman -Lott to

"ppt"". 
Conseit Agenda lEems A-T. IEem I will- serve to advertise

fiiorably the opp;rtunit.ies, possibilities and resources of the
City of Clinton. UOTION CARRIED IINANIMOUSLY

AbsenE :

The proposed ordinance was presented Eo Ehe Mayor and -Board of
eldeimei by City Attorney Dreher. Afler discussion of certain
;;;;;".d .ir".rg"t in the trdinance by City Attorney-D-=l-t1 the
iliyl. ""a 

goar"d, IIOTION was mad.e by Al_derman Fisher and SECONDED by
Al&erman grabham-hats the CiEf adopt the proposed ordinance
;;"4ifu the existing ordinances- of the .City as to .the regulation
of cont-ro1 of animJLs and fowls within the municipal limits.
ltoTIoN CARRIED ITNAIIIuoUSLY A copy of said ordinance is attached'
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ADOPTION OF ORDINAI{CE AMEIIDING TI{E EXISTING ORDINAIICES OF THE CITY
oFEiffi6F as rorns npourerloN Ar[p coNTnor, op N{lMru,s Ar[p rOWLS



APPOI}iIIIIEIII OF aIERRY ldIL,LS AS SPECIAL COITNSEL TO CITY OF CLINTON

Upon recommendatj,on made by Mayor AuLtman, MOTfON was made by
Alderman Brabham and sEco![DED by Alderman Greer to appoint Jerry
Mi1ls as Special Counsel Eo Ehe City of CfinEon regarding matters
associated wiEh Ehe City's proposed annexation ordinance. I,IOTION
CARRIED I'NAI\IIUOUSLY

ADiIOIIRN 7:11 P.t{.

MOTIoN made by Alderman Greer and SECOIIDED by Alderman LoEE to
adjourn. UOTIoN CARRIED IINNiTIMOUSLY

tu
r'"'

ATTEST :
6, )ooz

Wayne Derrick, City Clerk

\!
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BOARD APPROVED

AGENpA rrEM No. 7

Minutes
Ordinance
Resolution

BOARD MEETINC DATE: Februarv 4. 2003

CONSENTAGENDA: TO:

FTID '

ACCT. NO:

NTROD(ICED BY'

EXHIBITS FOR REVIEW:

RECOMMENDATION: Animal Control Ordinance

.AYE" 'NAY" ACTION TAKEN:

+
I

d-@^t+
AGENDA ITEMS MUST BE TURNED IN TO THE CITY CLERK WITH ALL ATTACHMENTS NO
LATER THAN 5 P.M. ON THE WEDNESDAY PRECEEDINC THE TUESDAY BOARD MEETING TO BE
INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA. THIS DEADLINE WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED.

Invoice
Plans, Maps
Contract

VOTE CAST:

Brabham
Hisaw
Creer
Brantley
Fisher
Touchton
Lon
Mayor AultrEn

MOTION MADE BY:

Other



BOARD APPROVED

AII ORDINANCE AMENDING THE EXISTING ORDINAI\CES OF TH['-
CITY OT'CLINTON AS TO THE REGT'LATION AI\[D CONTROL OF

ANIMALS AI\D FOWLS WTTHIN TITE MT]NICIPAL LIMITS,
\ PROVIDING FOR THE MANI\ER OF MAINTAII\IING AI\[D SECI]RING\?. 

AIYIMALS, sETTING FoRTH GENERAL RESTRICTIoNS oN TIIE
, KEEPING OF A]\[IMALS, PROVIDING FORPENALTIES FOR

YIOLATIONS AITD FOR RDLATED MATTERS

Section 1-1. Definitions.

The following words, whenever used in this ordinance, shall have the following
meanings ascnlbed to them unless a different meaning clearly appears from the context:

(a) Person shall mean any individual, finr1 association, syndicate, partnership or
corporation.

(b) At t arge. Any anilnal dog, cat or fowl shall be deemed to be at large when not on a
leastU behind a fence or enclosure, or under the control ofa competent person.

(c) Owner shall mean any person, firm or corporation owning, keeping, or harboring any
animal or fowl.

(d) Vaccination shall mean an injection of United States Department of Agriculture
approved rabies vaccine administered every twelve (12) calendar months by a
licensed velerirnrian.

(e) Animal Control Officer shall rnean the person(s) desiCnated by the Cify of Clinton to
reprresent and act for tlrc City of ClintorL Mississippi, in the impoundment of anirnals,
controlling of anirnals running at large and as otherwise required in this ordirwrce.

\, (f) Inhurnane treatment shall mean any treatrnent to any animal which deprives the
aninral ofnecessary sustenance, including food, water and protection from weather, or
any treatment of any animal, such an overloading, overworking, tormenting, beating,
mutilating, teasing, or poisoning or other abnorrnal treatments as may be determined
by

(l) The heahh officer, or
(2) An authorized law enforcement officer.

(g) Health Officer shall mean a licensed physician or veterinarian appointed by the Mayor
and Board ofAldermen to have charge and control ofthe work ofprotecting and
preserving the public health.

(h) Livestock shall mean all domesticated animals, irrcluding but not limited to, horses,
cows, mules, goats, sheep and pigs,

(i) Feral Dog: A dog that has escaped from domestication and has become wild,
dangerous, or untamed.

O Vicious Anirnal: Any animal or anirnals that constitute a physical theat to human
beings or to other aninlals.

ft) Large canine breeds shall mean dogs equivalent to or greater than an average size
cocker spaniel - 30 pounds.

(D Wild animals shall mean all undomesticated animals, including, but not limited to,
lions, tigers, bears, wolves, apes, monkeys foxes, baboons, skunks, raccoons,
opossums and squirrels.



Section l-2. Control and Protection of Animals in General:

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to:

(l) Pennit any animal to run at large within the corporate limits of the city;
(2) Carry out any inhumane trealrnent against any animal;
(3) Interfere or molest a dog used by the police department ofthe city in the

performance ofthe function or duties ofsuch department;
(4) Keep or harbor more than four (4) dornesticated anima(s) ofthe same

species over the age of six (6) rnonths in any residential area within the
corporate limits ofthe city or keep more than two (2) of which are large
canine breeds (seeing eye dogs or other animals trained to assist the
handicapped to not count in this number);

(5) Keep or harbor any animal which by loud" fiequent, or habihral barking,
howling, yelping, or other noise or action disturbs any person or
neighborhood within the corporate limits of the city;

(6) Keep or rnaintain on their premises any pen(s), errclosure(s), etc. for
keeping of animals or fowl so as to become a public nuimnce to persons
residing in the vicinity thereof, nor shall they be rnaintained or kept in any
manner as to cause bodily injury to any person residing in the vicinity of
the peq enclosure, etc.;

(7\ Keep or harbor any anirnal or fowl in such a marmer as to constitute a
public nuisance by reason ofodor or unsanitary conditions to persons
residing in the vicinity thereof;

(8) Fail to provide anirnals with sufficient good and wholesome food and
water, proper shelter and protection from the weather, veterinary care when
needed to prevent suffering, and with humane care and treatment;

(9) Leave an animal unattended inside a motor vehicle when such action is
harmfiI or reasonably potentially hamrfirl to said animal; in the event the
owner ofsaid vehicle is not available and cannot be found or refuses to
prevent said harm or reasonably potential harm from continuing, the animal
control officer or the Police Department shall be authorized to remove said
anirnal from such vehicle and utilize any reasonable method to effect said
rermval.

( I 0) Expose any known poisonous suhtance, whether mixed with food or not in
such a manner as to be ingested by any animal to pulposely harm said
animal.

(l l) Hobble, tether, tie, stake or otherwise confine an aninral in the front yard of
any residence or business. This does not apply to an animal on a leash or
other restraint under the control of ils owner. Maintaining an animal in a
front yard through rneans ofan electric fence shall not be a violation ofthis
Ordinance for all electric fences in existence and operation at the time of
passage of this Ordinance.

(b) The duly sworn and authorized aninral control officer(s) or police officer(s) ofthe
city, ntey *ize or caus€ to have seized any aninnl whose owner if formd to be in
apparent violation ofany part of subsection (a) and impound or cause to have
impounded such animal in a designated shelter. Such animal shall be held for
period not to exceed five (5) days, and ifreasonable corrections are not nrade by



the owner ofthe anirEl so tbat the owner will not be in further violation of said
subsection (a) if zuch anirnal is retumed to the owner, the aninal shall be released
to the Mississippi Animal Rescue League or similar organization. The animal
control officer shall notify the owner ofthe apparent violation of subsection (a)
during tlrc said five-day period.

Section l-3. Vaccination of Ilogs and Cats Required;
Issuance ofCertificate and Metal Tag.

(a) On or before Augus firs ofeach year every owner or keeper ofa dog or cat six (6)
rnonths or older in Clinton shall cause such dog or cat to be vaccinated agains rabies
by a veterinarian licensed to practice in the State of Mississippi.

(b) Evidence ofvaccination shall consist ofa metal tag and certificate issued and signed
by the veterinarian administering ttre vaccination and containing pertinent data for
identification ofthe dog or cat which data must consist ofthe owner's name, address
and telephone number. The metal tag must be worn at all times by the dog or cat.

Section 1-4. Keeping of Livestock

(a) No person shall keep livestock closer than one hundred fifty (150) feet to any

Foperty line adjoining that on which the livestock is kept; provided that each
animal herein defined as livestock shall be kept on a lot or tract ofthnee (3) acres
or greater.

(b) At the request ofthe anfunal control officer each livestock owner shall noti! the
aninral control officer oftype, number and location ofany and all livesock kept
within the corporate limits. Said owner shall further furnish his rmme, address,
and telephone number to the anirnal control authority and to the City of Clinton
Police Departrnent at the request ofeither.

Section l-5. Keeping fowl Regulated.

(a) No person shall keep more than two (2) fowl such as chickens, ducks, turkeys,
geese, pigeons or guineas, except when one hundred fifty (150) feet from any
property line adjoining thar on which the fowl are kept, or exc€pt by special
permit issued by the City of Clinton or designated agency ofthe City.

(b) It shall be unlawful for the owner of said fowl to allow such fowl to roam
outside the property ofsaid owner, except carrier pigeons on training or racing
flightr.

Section 1-6. Ferocious, Vicious or Dangenous Animals Prohibited.

(a) It shall be unlawfirl for any person to keep or maintain within the City of Clintoru
Mississippi, any vicious, ferocious or dangerous animal or fowl. Any such animal
or fowl may be impounded or destroyed.

(b) The Violation of this section shall constitute a misdemeanor.



Section 1-7. Keeping Wild Animals and Reptiles Prohibited.

(a) No person shall keep any wild animal(s) or reptile(s) within the corporate limits of
Clintoq Mississippi.

(b) No person shall keep or cause to be kept on his premises or in any roadside zoo or
pet store, any wild or vicious anfutal for display or for exhibition purposes,
whether gmtuitously or for a fee.

(c) The animal control officer is hereby granted the authority to seize any wild
anima(s) or reptile(s) kept in violation ofthis Sectiorl federal law, or state
statutes, upon conviction ofthe owner for such offenses, and, ifseized, shall
deliver said wild aninra(s) or reptile(s) to the Department of Wildlife
Conservation or equivalent state agency. In his discretioq the anLnal control
officer may grant owner of zuch aninn(s) twenty-four (24) hours to renrove them
from the boundaries of the City to a lawful place if the public safety and welfare
will not be jeopardized thereby.

Section 1{. Performing Animals Exhibits or Cirtuses: Regulations.

(a) No performing animal exhibit or circus shall be permitted in which animals are
induced or errcouraged to perform tlrough tlre use ofchemical, mechanical
electrical, or manual devices in manner which is likely to cause physical sutrering
or injury to the animals.

(b) All equipment used on or by a performing animal shall fit properly and be in good
working condition.

(c) The owners, managers, and caretakers ofanirnls used as performing aninrals shall
provide them with good and sufficient food aDd water, and shelter from extremes
ofweather, and shall at no time hobble, tether, tie or stake them alongside city
streets, state highways, public right-of-way, or any thoroughfare within the
corporate limits of the city.

(d) The aninnl control officer is trereby authorized to inspect the conditions and
premises of such operations at any time to determine compliance with this section.

Section 1-9. Pet shops, Aviarieq Kennels: Investigation of Complaints.

(a) The animal control officer of the city is hereby authorized at any reasonable time
upon written request or demand ofany citizen ofthe city to inspect any store or
business which buys, sells, gives away, or trades live anirnals, birds, or operates
kennels.

Section 1-10. Impoundment and Recovery of Animals.

(a) Any dog, anirral or fowl caught, picked up or iryounded by the anirnal control
officer or any police officer ofthe City of Clinton shall be forthwith turned over to
the Mississippi Aninral Rescue kague or similar organization. Any impounded
animal may be reclaimed within five (5) days of impoundment upon the paymenl
ofall impoundment fees and upon showing proofofcurrent vaccination.



Section 1-ll. Procedure or retention, obselltion and disposition of animels which have
bitten persons or other animals, or those suspected of having disease.

(a) The animal control officer, in the course ofhis duties shall investigate in cases in
which animals have bitten persons or other animals and shall immediately notifr
the owner of such anirnal which has bitten any person or anfunal to surrender the
animal to the animal control officer immediately or otherwise anange for the
animal control officer to pick up and retain such animal in a separate kennel at the
designated animal sheher for a period ofnot less than ten (10) days after the biting
of such person or other anirnal, during which period it shall be determined by the
city health official or other designated official whether or not such animal is
suffering from any disease. Ifrn disease is found, the city heahh official or the
designated official shall signify to the aninral control officer that such animal may
be released to the owner; provided further, tbat th€ anfuBl control officer may
authorize keeping ofany srrch anirnal on the owner's prcmises provided that the
owner produces a certificate ofrabies vaccination perfornred by a veterinarian
showing that the animal has been vaccinated for rabies not longer than twelve (12)
monlhs previous thereto or other vaccination period recognized by the United
States Department ofAgriculture and provided further, that the animal control
officer may authorize the owner ofany such animal to be retained for a period of
not less than ten (10) days after biting such person or anirnal in quarters
supervised by a veterinariar4 provided further, that the city health officer, or other
designated official may authorize the keeping ofcertain animals confined on the
owner's premises because ofveterinary reasons, such as snrall rodents, nnnkeys
or other anirnals dificult to maintain or susceptible to diseases which might occur
with changes of environment or fenlale dogs with pups, provided the owner
secures a written statement of such consideration from a veterinarian if required
by the city heahh officer or other designated official.

(b) Any animal suspected ofhaving disease shall be subject to the impoundment and
observation provision set out in subsection (a) ofthis section.

(c) Any anirnl found to be iofected with rabies shall be forthwith destroyed by the
animal control officer, an officer of the Clinton Police Department, or by other
designated officer.

Section l-12. Authorization for Quarantina

In the event a potential outbreak ofrabies is suspected, and the danger ofthe public safety
from rabid aninrals is reasonably irnrwrent, the city health officer or other designated official
is hereby authorized and it shall be their duty to issue a quarantine proclamation ordering
persons owning, keeping or harboring any dog or cat to muzle tk sarne or confne it as
herein provided for such time as may be specified in quarantine proclamation. Under the
publication ofsuch proclarDation by the health officer or other designated official, the person
keeping or harboring any dog, cat or other animal shall follow the procedures as prescribed in
the definition for ' at large", except thal any such aninral urder tlrc control or an adult person
on a leash or under control by voice command may do so only if the aninnl is effectively
muzded. All dogs, cats or other anirnals found at large during the tinre specified by the city
health officer in a quarantirc proclamatioq without being properly confined or muzzled if
under the control ofa adult person, nny be destroyed by any officer ofthe city if said officer
is unable, with reasonable effort, to apprehend the animal for impoundment.



Section 1-13. Animal Control Officers - Training and Certification

\- Anirnal control office(s) shall be required to be familiar with the City of Clinton Ordinances
to "Animal and Fowl", and applicable Federal and State Statutes p€rtaining thereto.

Section 1-14. Same - Potce Powen and Enforcement Responsibility

(a) Any animal control officer may utilize any equiprnent reasonable and necessaq/ to
enforce the provision of this code, including without limitatiorl humane whe box
traps; and the animal control officer{s) nny lend such traps or other equipment to
private persons for the purpose ofpreventing nuisances rezuhing from anirnals
running at large.

(b) Any animal control officer appointed by the city shall be vested with police
powers and shall be authorized to issue tickets, summons or other process in the
sanrc manner as other police officer ofthe city.

Section 1-15. Reporting Vehicle Accident Involving Animal

Any person who, as the operator ofa motor vehicle, strikes a domestic anirnal shall at once
report the accident to the Clinton Police Department and,/or the Anfunal Control Officer or to
the local hunrane society within a reasonable time.

Section l-16. Vicious or Diseased Animals"

. (a) Vicious animals or feral dogs. When an anirnal is determined by the Animal\? Control Officer to be a vicious animal or a feral dog, that anirnal rnay be destroyed
by the Anirral Control Officer or his designee providing each of the following
requirements is nret:

(l) The animal is running at large;
(2) There is no vaccination tag around the animal's neck;
(3) Atterryts to peacefully capture the aninral have been nrade and proved

ursuccessfirl.

(b) Incurably injured or diseased animals. etc. It shall be the duty ofthe police and
duly authorized animal control officer to discharge a firearm in order to mercifully
end the life ofan anirnal zuffering from an iocurable injury or disease or as the
sole effective nreans ofcontrolling a public nuisance or heahh hazard, including
but not limited to pigeons, rabbits, squirrels, snakes and feral dogs.

Section 1-17. Personal Using tr'irearms Pursuant to Ordinance.

Personnel empowered by this Ordinance to discharge frearms within the city limits shall
qualify with the Police Chief once every six (6) months and rnay not discharge any fuearms
within the scope of tlreir employment unless and until the Chief of Police has issued or
renewed the appropriate certification. Said certification is to be used based on the following
consideration:



(a) Thorough insruction in operation ofthe type of firearms issued to the animal
control officer;

(b) Thorough knowledge ofall appropriate safety procedures by the aninml control
\- officer;

(c) Competent perforrnance on the firing range by the A.C.O.;
(d) Such ottrcr test or qualification as the Chief of Police in his discretiory deems

appropriate.

In issuing the required certification, the Chief of Police is to take into consideration all the
requircments in keeping with good police practice, and will at all tinres bear in mind the
safety ofthe citizens ofthe city, and shall require the same degree ofcompetence fiom
authorized personnel as is required of police officers discharging firearms within the city
limits.

Section I-I8. Humane Euthanization.

An injured or neglected aninral rnay be hurnanely eutlranize<t by the animal control officer or
his designee immediately.

Section 1-19. Penalties.

Any person who violates any ofthe provisions of this ordinance sball be guilty ofa
misdemeanor. Each and every day the same violation shall continue shall constitute a
separate and distinct offense. Any person found guilty ofviolating this ordin;ance shall be
punished as follows:

\,-' (a) First offense - a fine not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00);
(b) Second offense - a fine not less than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) and

not rnore than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) if tlre offense is committed within
one (l) year ofthe first offense;

(c) For a third ofiense, the animal involved will be removed fiom the city limits or
euthanized as necessary. It shall be a rebuttable defense that the anirnal was
protecting the honre, homeowner, its litter or itself;

(d) Dogs running free:

l$ citation - a fine not to exceed $50.00
2 citation - a fine not to exceed $75.00
3d or more citation - a fine not to exceed $100.00.

Section 1-20. Repeeb of Previous Ordinence.

All provisions ofprior Animal Control Ordinances are expressly repealed.

Section l-21. Efiective Date.

The Ordinance will become effective thirty (30) days after adoption by the Mayor and Board
of Aldermen.



ORDAINED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY T}IE MAYORAND BOARD OF

ALDERMEN oF THE CITY oF CLINTON, MISSISSIPPI, at a rneeting thereof held on the

auv ot 6fntatq./ .zool.

o' ro;;K**madebyAlderman E;/r* andsecondedby

Yg.

Yzu

tt*
'l*
J*
@,t
1e',

CITY oF CLINToN, MISSI$SIPPI

ATTEST:

Alderman hl*l'a,*, n^r* foregomg Ordinance having been first reduced to

writing, and no request being made by the Mayor or any member of the Board of Aldernren

that tbe ordinanc€ be read by the city clerk, before any vote was taken, it was submitted to

the Board ofAldernren for the passage or rejection on roll call vote upon the vote being as

follows, to-wit:

Aldemnn Brabham:

Alderrnan Hisaw:

Aldernun Greer:

Aldernwr Brantley:

Alderman Fisher:

Aldernran Touclrton:

Aldennan Lott:

Whereupon the Mayor declared the Motion carried and the Ordinarrce approved and

/4tu

adopted.

The foregoing Ordinarrce was app rcvatir trc64 day ,.q003.

W. WAYNE DERRICK City Clerk
sr, 'Wkrra-l-
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